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Arbor Day Proclamation 


THE UNIVERSITY OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK 
THE STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 
OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNIVERSITY AND COMMISSIONER OF EDUCATION 
ALBANY 


March 1, 1928 

In accordance with the provisions of law requiring the Commissioner of Education 
to designate the day to be observed as Arbor Day in this State, the dates of April 20th, 
April 27th and May 4th are hereby named. Local authorities will be governed by 
conditions of weather and climate in their communities in determining which of these 
dates shall be used. In general, however, it is suggested that Arbor Day be observed 
on April 20th in the,southcastern part of the State, on May 4th in the northern part 
of the State and the Catskill region, and on April 27th in the rest of the State 

As the springtime season approaches with its annual miracle of upspringing grasses, 
trees budding into leafy greenness, woodlands fragrant with the fresh odor of pine and 
spruce and sprinkled with dainty arbutus, trillium, hepatica and others of our beautiful 
wild flowers, water courses fringed with bushes bearing the velvety smoothness of pussy- 
willows, and bluebirds and robins singing their cheery greetings upon their arrival from 
the Southland, do not these evidences of the awakening of the earth strike in us a 
responsive chord and quicken our joy of living and our appreciation of the wonders 
that Nature has lavished upon this beautiful State? 

This reverent feeling of thankfulness for our blessings finds expression in our 
annual observance of Arbor Day. May our exercises in the schools of the State on that 
day be such that all children, our future citizens, may know not only the economic value 
of forest conservation and the importance of combating unnecessary devastation but 
also the peace and happiness that Nature offers us in the companionship of trees, the 
sweetness of the wild flowers and the friendship of the birds. 

Hence it is fitting that on Arbor Day we plant trees and learn to care for them, 
that we make our school grounds clean and attractive. It is thus that we add to our 
knowledge and our love for Nature in all her forms. 

FRANK PrerrePoNT GRAVES 


Commissioner of Education 
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New School at Beaver Falls 


Teacher of Log School Takes Part in Recent Dedication 


The presence of the woman who in 1852 was 
the first teacher of the log building which 
served as the first schoolhouse of Beaver Falls, 
and of her son who was a teacher in the Beaver 
Falls schools 46 years ago made memorable the 
dedication of the new Beaver Falls school on 
January 13th. 

Mrs Celestia Lewis Van Arnam is the woman 
whose life spans the entire school history of 
the village. It was she who as a girl of 16 
years, the daughter of Hiram Lewis, a pioneer 
in that Adirondack region, gave the first 
instruction to the pupils who gathered in the 
little log schoolhouse. It was her son, Hiram 
Lewis Van Arnam, who was the teacher in the 
two-room red schoolhouse that later replaced 
the log building. At the dedicatory exercises 
for the new building Mr Van Arnam read the 
roll of pupils of 46 years ago and six answered 
“ present.” 

The building which was dedicated on January 
13th is the fourth that the village has erected. 
When the log school and the two-room building 


new three-room school 


1885. That building 


became inadequate a 
building was erected in 
was used until 1927. 

The progress of this thrifty community is 
indicated in the attractive building with modern 
school equipment which has been erected to 
serve the needs of the village for the present 
and for years to come. It is a two-story struc- 
ture of red brick with overtones of yellow and 
orange, designed in the spirit of the Massa- 
chusetts public buildings and containing ade- 
quate classrooms, a laboratory, a library, an 
auditorium and other modern school features. 

Dr J. Cayce Morrison, Assistant Commis- 
sioner for Elementary Education, was the 
principal speaker at the dedicatory exercises, 
his subject being “Our Faith in Education.” 
Among the other were Orson C. 
Babbitt, principal of the and G. A. 
Sealy, district superintendent of schools. <A 
history of Beaver Falls and of its schools was 
read by Mrs H. D. Cornwall. 


speakers 
school, 
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Mrs Celestia Lewis Van Arnam, Who Taught 
the First School in Beaver Falls and Was 
Present at the Dedication of the New School 


Building 
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ms m Arnam, Reading the Register 
of 1881-82, From Which He Called the Roll 


see Be a 
1928 Dedication 
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Seventh District of Steuben County Raises Attendance Record 


One school in the seventh supervisory district 
of Steuben county had 100 per cent attendance 


during October, November, December and 
January of the present school year and two 
other schools had 100 per cent attendance 


for three months, according to a report sub- 
mitted by Mrs Charlotte K. Moore, 
superintendent of schools. Upon notification 
of this record Charles L. Mosher, Director of 
the Attendance Division of the Department, 
sent a letter of commendation to these schools. 

The report of the superintendent 
shows the success that has attended the efforts 


district 


district 


that are being made by all schools of the dis- 
trict to raise the per cent of attendance. The 
average per attendance for the first 
five months of the present school year are given 


cent of 


below. The stars following the schools indicate 


the number of months of perfect attendance. 
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Walter Guest Kellogg 

Reelected Regent of University 

Regent Walter Guest Kellogg of Ogdensburg 
was reelected on February 8th by the Legis- 
lature as a member of the Board of Regents 
of The University of the State of New York. 

Regent Kellogg was elected in 1914 to fill 
the unexpired term of Regent Lucius N. 
Littauer and was reelected for a full term of 
12 years in 1916. 

He has taken an active and important part 
in the activities of the Board and is at present 
chairman of the committee on State Library 
and a member of the committees on charters, 
finance and administration, and vocational and 
extension education. 

Regent Kellogg is a lawyer. He was gradu- 
ated from Columbia University in 1899 and 
studied at the New York Law School. He has 
practised law in Ogdensburg since 1901, and 
since 1922 has been special counsel for the 
General Electric Company. 

During the World War Regent Kellogg 
served as major in the Judge Advocate Gen- 
eral’s Department of the United States Army. 
The Secretary of War appointed him chairman 
of the board of inquiry on _ conscientious 
objectors. 

St Lawrence University conferred upon him 
the degree of doctor.of laws in 1917. 


—o———_ 


Oceanside Votes Sixth 
Building in Six Years 

Work has been started on the construction 
of the addition to the Terrell Avenue School 
in Oceanside, for which a bond issue of $150,000 
was recently approved by a large majority. The 
addition includes the construction of two class- 
rooms and a gymnasium and an auditorium. 
S. Taylor Johnson, superintendent of the Ocean- 
side public schools, reports that this will make 
the sixth school building which has been con- 
structed in Oceanside during the past six years. 
During that time the school population has 
grown from less than 500 to about 1400 and 
the number of teachers has increased from 20 
to 6l. 

In addition, a call has been issued for a 
meeting to be held on March 7th to vote upon 
an appropriation of $130,000 for an eight-room 
elementary school to be built in the north- 
western part of the district near Merrick road 
and the Rockville Center village line. 


STATE OF NEW YORK 


Head of Jamaica School 
Honored upon Retirement 

Dr Archibald C. McLachlan, who retired on 
February Ist as principal of the Jamaica 
Training School, was the guest of honor at a 
testimonial luncheon tendered him by former 
students and friends on February 11th in the 
Hotel Pennsylvania, New York City. Ejight 
hundred persons were present to pay tribute to 
the distinguished educator. 

The State Education Department was repre- 
sented by Dr Ned H. Dearborn, Director of 
the Teacher Training Division, who spoke on 
“ Progress in Teacher Training during the Past 
Thirty Years.” Other speakers and_ their 
topics were: Dr John H. Finley of the New 
York Times, formerly State Commissioner of 
Education, who spoke on “ Doctor McLachlan, 
the Citizen”; Dr John S. Roberts, who spoke 
of Doctor McLachlan as a principal; Dr 
Andrew McGill, who spoke of him as a parish- 
ioner; Dr Frank McMurry of Columbia 
University, who spoke on “ Doctor McLachlan, 
the Man and Educator,”; and former Governor 
Nathan L. Miller, whose subject was “ Doctor 
McLachlan, My Teacher and Friend.” Dr 
Ambrose L. Suhrie of New York University 
was toastmaster. 

Doctor McLachlan’s retirement comes after 
a service in the educational field in this State 
dating from 1881, when, following his gradu- 
ation from Hamilton College, he became prin- 
cipal of the Groton Union School. He was 
superintendent of schools at Seneca Falls from 
1883 to 1892 and from 1892 to 1897 he served 
as state conductor of teachers’ institutes. He 
has been at the head of the Jamaica school 
since 1897. 

ae een 


Courses in Paris Offer Chance 
for Study and Travel 

Announcement has been made of the summer 
courses at the Sorbonne, Paris, France, for 
American teachers of French. The organiza- 
tion of the courses includes board and lodging 
in French families and pensions, theoretical 
studies of the language and civilization and 
practical application of the instruction in con- 
ducted visits and tours. 

Information may be obtained from Henri 
Goy, director of the bureau of information of 
the University of Paris, the Sorbonne, Paris, 
France. 
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Literacy Certificates Issued in 1927 Total 48,605 


School officials issued 48,605 certificates of 
literacy for the period of registration and elec- 
tion day in 1927, according to reperts submitted 
to the State Education Department, under 
whose direction the literacy requirements are 
administered. In 1926 the certificates issued 


totaled 37,000 and in 1925, 33,956. 


Certificates of literacy issued: 
On presentation of day school credentials............ 
On presentation of evening school credentials 
On passing Regents literacy test. . 
BORE TNS ccc ccecccccscccccccecscesevecesececesce 


Member of faeree. ices cccccsccvsacvessccncevsssesces 
Ser Ge Ge Sc nce cc cocceneweescsvescsecs 


Total number applying for certificates of literacy...... 


Comparison of men and women: 
Total number of men receiving certificates............ 
Per cent of men receiving certificates................ 
Total number of women receiving certificates......... 
Per cent of women receiving certificates.............. 
Total number of men applying for certificates......... 
Per cent of men applying for certificates.... 
Total number of women applying for certificates....... 
Per cent of women applying for certificates........... 


Total number different examiners used................. 


Total number different buildings used.................. 


Grade 4 Pupils Issue 
Paper in Mount Kisco 


Pupils of a fourth grade class in the Mount 
Kisco public schools have published the first 
number of a mimeographed school paper known 
as the Four-A Times. Although the stenciling 
and mimeographing was done by older pupils 
the fourth grade class collected the news and 
wrote the items contained in the paper. 

Superintendent of Schools H. M. Jennings 
reports that this fourth grade class is one of 
four in the school having a special social science 
curriculum under the direction of the West- 
chester County Children’s Association. This 
is a demonstration that the bright pupils can 
do their regular work in an hour less a day 
than others and have that extra hour devoted 
to an enriched curriculum. 

The high school pupils of Mount Kisco also 
issue an interesting mimeographed paper. 

——— 


The course for school nurses formerly held 
at Oswego State Normal School will be held 
this summer at State College for Teachers at 
Buffalo, because of the better facilities avail- 
able at Buffalo. 


Of the 48,605 certificates issued, 10,162 wer 
granted upon presentation of day school creden- 
tials, 1441 upon presentation of evening school 


credentials, and 37,002 upon passing the Regents 


literacy test. There were 6671 who failed t 
pass the literacy test 
Figures showing the results of the operation 


of the law for the past four years follow: 


1924 1925 1926 1927 

13 848 7 668 7 718 10 162 

1 288 230 1 174 1 441 

48 888 25 358 28 108 37 002 

64 024 33 956 37 000 48 605 

oo 12 256 5 501 6 855 6 671 
16.1 17.8 19.¢ 20.66 

76 280 39 457 43 855 55 276 

a 48 574 25 460 28 024 37 837 
— 75.9 75.0 75.7 73.18 
_— 15 450 8 496 8 97¢ 12 768 
“con 24.1 25.0 24.3 26.82 
shes 60 022 30 477 4 305 41 820 
oes 8.6 77.2 78.2 75.6 
sae 16 258 8 980 > 550 13 438 
eeee 21.4 22.8 21.8 24.33 
ace 2 476 3 355 323 3 507 
eevee 1 856 1 838 2 000 1 934 


Lantern Slides on Greece 
Listed in New Pamphlet 


The Visual Instruction Division announces 
This pub- 
The slides are of 


the publication of List 49, Greece. 
lication contains 280 titles. 
interest for history, geography and travel. 

A copy of this new publication is being sent 
by the Division to those schools that made use 
of slides during the past school year. A copy 
will be sent to any other school on request of 
the principal. 





Oo— 


Lake Placid and Plattsburg 
Skaters Win State Meet 


Skaters representing Lake Placid and Platts- 
burg won the state skating meet held under the 
auspices of the New York State Public High 
School Athletic Association on February 3d on 
the Chautauqua lake rink at Lakewood. The 
winners made 25 points. Malone and Saranac 
Lake skaters were a close second with 21 points, 
Union-Endicott skaters placed third with seven 
points and Schenectady fourth with one point. 
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Modern Building Replaces 
Old School at Croton Falls 


A modern brick building has replaced the old 
three-story wooden structure at Croton Falls 
in rural school 2 of central rural school dis- 
trict 1 of the town of North Salem. The old 
structure was abandoned on October 28th and 
classes were begun in the new building on 
October 31st. 











The new school was erected at a cost of 
$75,000. It is located on an attractive site over- 
looking the Croton river and valley. Con- 
structed of red brick and artificial stone, the 
school contains six classrooms, an auditorium 
and gymnasium, a principal’s office and a 
teachers’ room. Each room is attractively 
decorated and equipped for visual instruction. 

This school is the second building constructed 
in the central rural school district. The high 
school is under construction and is located at 
Purdy Station. A third school is located at 
Salem Center, a description of this building 
having been given in the November 1, 1926 
issue of the Bulletin to the Schools. 
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Albany Schools Cooperate 
in Diphtheria Immunization 


Demonstrating that the school is the logical 
center for the immunization of school and pre- 
school children against diphtheria, Dr James 
Wiltse, Albany health officer, and Dr Clinton 
P. McCord, medical director of the Albany 
schools, with the help of the Albany County 
Medical Society and with the cooperation of 
the Albany school and city nurses, the Albany 
Guild for Public Health Nursing and volunteer 
agencies, gave toxin-antitoxin to 8275 children 
between November Ist and February Ist. Of 
this number 2261 were of preschool age. 
Clinics were conducted in 27 public schools and 
14 parochial schools, and in each instance pre- 
school children were also received for inocu- 
lation. Other clinics were also held in the City 
Hall, West End Health Center and South End 
Dispensary. 

In the Arbor Hill section of Albany there 
have been 88 cases of diphtheria and ten deaths 
during the period mentioned. In that section 
nurses and lay workers made a house to house 
canvass and as a result a larger proportion of 
children received toxin-antitoxin there than 
elsewhere in the city. 

In the public school clinics 3731 children 
received injections, 645 being of preschool age. 
There were 2146 children who received toxin- 
antitoxin at the parochial schools throughout 
the city, 337 of whom were preschool children. 
These schools are continuing this work. 

The Albany toxin-antitoxin campaign of 
1927-28 indicated that parents in large cities 
are more willing to send their preschool chil- 
dren to receive diphtheria prevention inocula- 
tions at the school which serves their section of 
the city than to a city hall or dispensary clinic, 
and that the presence of an outbreak of diph- 
theria in a city, if given suitable publicity, is 
probably the most potent stimulus to parents 
for securing toxin-antitoxin for their children. 

Since the majority of all diphtheria deaths 
occur in children under five years of age, this 
preschool group in any community is in the 
greatest need of toxin-antitoxin, as soon as 
they pass the age of six months. School 
authorities by making possible the inoculation 
of these preschool children in their school 
clinics are hastening the day when children 
entering school will already have received their 
toxin-antitoxin. 
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Dr Ernest E. Cole Named Deputy Commissioner 


The appointment of Dr Ernest E. Cole as 
Deputy Commissioner of Education was made 
by the Board of Regents of The University of 
the State of New York at the meeting of the 
Board on February 17th in Albany. 





Dr Ernest E. Cole 


Doctor Cole has been serving since July 1926 
as Counsel to the State Education Department. 
He will continue in that capacity with the added 
duties of Deputy Commissioner, his title being 
Deputy Commissioner and Counsel. 

Doctor Cole succeeded the late Dr Frank B. 
Gilbert, who held the position of Deputy Com- 
missioner and Counsel, and his designation as 
Deputy Commissioner continues the policy 
formerly established by the Department. 

For a number of years Doctor Cole has been 
closely connected with educational matters in 
this State, having been principal of the high 
schools at Greenwood, Painted Post and Addi- 
son following his graduation from Cornell 
University. For some time he was chairman 
of the Senate committee on public education 
and was instrumental in effecting legislation of 
benefit to the school systems of the State. 


Since coming to the Department in 1926 he has 
had charge of all the legal activities of the 
Department, representing the Board of Regents 
and the Department in hearings and in the 
courts and framing legislation favored by the 
Department. 

The New York State College for Teachers 
at Albany conferred upon him the degree of 
doctor of pedagogy last June. 


Several Changes Reported 
in Superintendents of Schools 

Several changes in superintendencies for the 
coming school year have been reported. 

At Nyack, Homer J. Wightman has resigned. 
He will be succeeded next fall by Alfred C. 
Hamilton, superintendent of schools at Seneca 
Falls since 1920. Mr Hamilton has been prin- 
cipal of schools at Kinderhook, West Winfield, 
Livingston Manor and Ithaca and he was a 
member of the faculty of the State Normal 
School at Cortland. 
sional training at Westminster College and 


He received his profes- 


Syracuse University. His successor at Seneca 
Falls has not been named. 

At LeRoy, Earl B. Taylor has tendered his 
resignation to accept the position of professor 
of education at the University of Rochester. 
Superintendent Taylor is completing his elev- 
enth year at the head of the LeRoy school 
system. He is a graduate of the University 
of Rochester, where he received the degrees of 
bachelor of arts and master of arts. Mr Taylor 
will be succeeded by Edward W. Spry, who 
has been superintendent of schools at Owego 
since January 1927. Mr Spry went to Owego 
from Webster where he served for nine and 
one-half years as supervisory principal. 


“Learning While Earning,” is the title of a 
booklet describing the work being done by the 
boys of the Central Vocational School in 
Buffalo. It has recently been published by the 
Buffalo Board of Education. Thirty-six 
courses are offered at the school, which also 
maintains an employment department for its 
pupils. 
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The University of the State of New York 
Bulletin to the Schools 





Issued semimonthly during the school year by 
the State Department of Education 


Cuarces F. Proses, Editor 


This bulletin is sent without charge to all schools and 
educational institutions of the State. To others it will 
be mailed postpaid for 50 cents a year, 5 cents for 
single copies. 

Entered as second-class matter September 30, 1914, 
at the post office at Albany, N. Y., under the act of 
August 24, 1912. Acceptance for mailing at special 
rate of postage provided for in section 1103, act of 
October 3, 1917, authorized July 19, 1918. 


MARCH 1, 1928 





Recent Department Publications 

Tentative syllabuses for secondary schools in 
mechanical drawing and in design 1 and 2 and 
representation 1 and 2 have recently been pub- 
lished by the Department. 

The syllabus in mechanical drawing was pre- 
pared with the following aims: (1) to plan a 
sufficient number of courses to meet the needs 
of the schools of the State and obviate the 
necessity for yearly approval of individual 
courses of study; (2) to make logical pre- 
requisites for each course; (3) to outline in 
detail the minimum requirements for class and 
home work in mechanical drawing 1 and 2 so 
as to unify the work throughout the State; 
(4) to set forth, through drawings, generally 
accepted drafting room practice as a standard 
which should be followed in mechanical draw- 
ing 1. It was prepared by a committee con- 
sisting of the following persons: Jacob M. 
Gray, chairman of the mechanical drawing 
department of Technical High School, Brook- 
lyn; Jennie L. Clark, supervisor of art, White 
Plains; Mrs Zara B. Kimmey, state supervisor 
of drawing. 

The syllabus in design 1 and 2 and represen- 
tation 1 and 2 is a part of the general syllabus 
in art education for secondary schools soon to 
be issued. The complete syllabus is a revision 
of the 1910 drawing syllabus, planned with the 
following aims: (1) to change the name from 
“drawing” to “art education” since the field 
of art education covers so much more than 
the field of drawing; (2) to present a plan 
sufficiently definite as regards class and home 


work for the first two courses in design and 
representation so as to unify the work through- 
out the State; to outline a sufficient number 
of courses in the field of design and represen- 
tation to meet the needs of all the schools in 
the State so as to obviate the necessity for state 
approval of individual courses of study; (4) 
to introduce courses of study in art appreciation 
and art history for pupils who are juniors or 
seniors and who desire a knowledge of the 
fundamental principles of design and color. It 
was prepared by a committee consisting of: 
Forest Grant, director of art, New York City; 
Mabel Northrup, head of the art department, 
Utica; Harry Jacobs, director of art, Buffalo; 
Jennie Clark, supervisor of art, White Plains; 
Mrs Zara B. Kimmey, state supervisor of 
drawing. 

The Department has also recently published 
the following pamphlets and bulletins: 

Certification and Training of Adult Immi- 
grant Education Teachers 

A Survey of Achievement in Second Half 
of First Year Latin in New York State, pre- 
pared by Dr Jacob S. Orleans of the Educa- 
tional Measurements Bureau, and Harold G. 
Thompson, state supervisor of ancient languages 

Suggestions to Rural Teachers on the Selec- 
tion of Their Own Diet, prepared by Mary G. 
McCormick, state supervisor of nutrition 

Suggested Lessons in Nutrition for the 
Seventh and Eighth Grades, also prepared by 
Miss McCormick 





Calendar of Educational Meetings 
Teachers’ conferences: fourth district of Erie 
county, Farnham, March 16th; Angola, 
March 23d; Eden, March 29th; Collins, 
March 30th; seventh district of St Lawrence 
county, Massena, April 20th; first district of 
Washington county, Comstock, March 26th; 
third district of Cattaraugus county, Ellicott- 
ville, March 5th; Killbuck, March 12th; 
second district of Broome county, Stella, 
March 5th; first district of Onondaga county, 
Syracuse, March 12th; Cortland, March 
16th; fourth district of Broome count, Whit- 
ney Point, April 20th; third district of Sara- 
toga county, South Glens Falls, March 16th; 
Gansevoort, March 23d: Wilton, March 30th 
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State Department Represented on N. E. A. Program 


The State Education Department is well 
represented at the meeting of the Department 
of Superintendence of the National Education 
Association which is being held from February 
25th to March Ist in Boston. 

Among those who have a place on the pro- 
gram are the following: Dr George M. Wiley, 
Assistant Commissioner for Secondary Educa- 
tion, who is chairman of the committee that 
prepared chapter 1 of the sixth yearbook of 
the department on “The Development of tl 
High School being 
entitled, “ The Needs of the American Adoles- 


1¢ 


Curriculum,” chapter 1 


cent Youth,” and who spoke on this subject at 
the Monday afternoon meeting; Dr J. Cayce 
Morrison, Assistant Commissioner for Elemen- 
tary Education, who address on 
“Changes in the Legal Status of the City 
School Superintendent ”; Dr Avery W. Skinner, 
Director of the Examinations and Inspections 
Division, who as president, presided at the 


gave an 


sessions of the National Association of High 
School Supervisors; Dr Ned H. Dearborn, 
Director of the Teacher Training Division, 
who gave an address on “State Legislation and 
Regulations to Guarantee an Adequate Profes- 
sional Staff for Rural School Positions”; Dr 
Warren W. Coxe, Chief of the Educational 
Measurements Bureau, who gave an address 
Needs of Pupils in Small 
High Schools”; Dr William A. Howe, Chief 
of the Medical Inspection Bureau, who gave 
Retired 


on “ Educational 


an address on the Rehabilitation of 
Teachers; Dr Frederick R. Rogers, Chief of 
the Physical Education Bureau, who gave an 
address on “ Physical Education in Health 
Education”; Helen Hay Heyl of the Rural 
Education Bureau, who spoke on the “ Rural 
Elementary School Course of Study” before 
the department of rural education; E. P. Smith, 
assistant in charge of summer and evening high 
schools, and A. K. Getman, supervisor of agri- 
cultural education, who spoke at the sessions 
of the high school supervisors. 

Several others of the Department staff 
attended the sessions. 

A. W. Abrams, Director of 
Instruction Division, gave an 
“Standards for the Selection of Pictures’ 
the annual meeting of the National Academy 
of Visual Instruction held in Boston at the 
time of the Department of Superintendence 
sessions. 


the Visual 
address on 
’ at 


Adeline B. Zachert, state supervisor of school 
libraries, was chairman of the program com- 
‘ 


mittee for the newly organized Association « 


Librarians of Teacher Training Institutions, 
which met in Boston at the time of the N. E. A 
meeting. She presided at the first and second 
sessions of the conference and at the fourth 
session presented a paper on “ The Measuring 
Stick for Normal School Libraries Applied t 


New York State.’ 


Examinations To Be Held 
for Language Teachers 


A written examination for persons who 
desire to have special approval for oral work 
in the teaching of modern languages will be 
given by the Department on March 16th. The 
examination will be designed to test the candi- 
date’s practical knowledge of the language 
selected. 

An oral examination may be taken by modern 
foreign language teachers in lieu of the class- 
room inspection of their work in completion 
of the requirements for temporary and per- 
manent approval. This applies only to (1) 
teachers who have passed the written exam- 
ination at 65 per cent or more and (2) those 
who, by possession of an M.A in subject, or 
a Ph.D. have been exempted from the written 
examination. 

Candidates who may prefer the oral test to 
class inspection, and candidates for approval 
located in isolated sections of the State, should 
meet the supervisor of modern languages at 
one of the conferences listed below. Each 
conference will commence at 9 a. m. The con- 
ference places and dates are: Albany, March 
17th, State College for Teachers; 
April 14th, Owego Free Academy; New York 
City, April 2lst, Hunter College, 68th street 
and Lexington avenue; Rochester, April 28th, 
East High School; Buffalo, May 5th, Hutchin- 
son-Central High School; Malone, May 12th, 
Franklin Academy; Watertown, May 19th, 
Watertown High School; Syracuse, May 26th, 
Central High School; Plattsburg, June 5th, 
Plattsburg High School. 

sn 

Erection of a $600,000 high school building 
was authorized by taxpayers of Malone at a 
special election on February 14th. The vote 
was 803 to 644. 


Owego, 
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Old Newspapers Tell of Albany Schools of 1786 


Information regarding the formation of 
schools in the early days of Albany is con- 
tained in a file of newspapers for 1786. These 
notices are interesting because of the subjects 
that the schools proposed to teach and the 
charges for instruction. In the Albany Gazette 
of October 26, 1786 appeared the following 
advertisement for an academy. 


An Academy or Public School 


Whereas an Academy or Public School will 
be opened in this city, under the superintend- 
ence and direction of TRUSTEES, appointed 
for that purpose; in which Academy will be 
taught Greek and Latin, sufficient to _ fit 
Students to enter a college or University; 
natural and moral Philosophy, History, Geog- 
raphy, Astronomy; Logic, Oratory, Arithmetic, 
Navigation, Mathematics, Book-Keeping, Eng- 
lish Grammar, Reading and Writing. 

There is to be a Master or Teacher to every 
thirty Latin Scholars, and one to every thirty- 
five English Scholars. The Students which are 
taught reading, writing, arithmetic, book- 
keeping, English grammer, and geography, are 
deemed English scholars; and those that are 
taught the branches of learning, together with 
Latin, &c. &c. are deemed Latin scholars. The 
former of which are to pay £5 per annum, in 
quarterly payments, and one load of hickery 
wood; the latter are to pay £8 per annum, and 
one load of hickery wood as aforesaid. 

The Latin Schoolmaster is to he ave the direc- 
tion and care of the Academy, in which are 
to be four Quarterly Examinations of the 
Scholars, in presence of the Trustees, and the 
Parents and Guardians of the Students. 

The number of English scholars is already 
complete; but as there is a vacancy for some 
more Latin, those who are disposed to enter 
their children for that purpose, will please to 
apply to the Trustees without delay, as the 
Academy will be opened in two or three weeks 
from this date. 

P. S. The Principles of the Institution at 
large, may be seen by applying to Doctor 
Woodruff, one of the Trustees . 

Albany, 25th Oct. 1786 

A later issue states that “the Academy will 
be opened on Monday the 13th day of Novem- 
ber instant.” It was actually opened on the 
20th with the name “ The Washington Acad- 
emy,” and was “near the Lutheran Church.” 
The trustees were Peter W. Yates, Abraham 
Ten Eyck, Richard Sill, Rutger Bleecker, John 
Tayler (afterwards Lieutenant Governor of 
the State), Matthew Visscher, who in 1776 
read the Declaration of Independence from the 
Albany City Hall steps, and Hunloke Woodruff. 
Jeremiah Van Rensselaer was moderator and 
Hunloke Woodruff, secretary. George Mer- 


chant, of New Jersey, was the principal pre- 
ceptor. The school was still advertising for 
a teacher of “reading, ’riting and ’rithmetic ” 
on the date when it was advertised to open. 

The following notice which appeared in the 
Albany Gazette of November 16, 1786, tells of 
the plans to start another school. 


An English and Mathematical School 


The subscriber respectfully informs his 
friends and the public. That he has provided 
a commodious house, in Water-Fleet-Street, 
next door to Mr James Angus, and nearly 
opposite to Henry Quackenkoss’s Esq.; for the 
reception of Scholars; at which place a Day 
and Night School, will be continued from this 
date; where will be taught Reading, Writing, 
Arithmetic, Geometry, Trigonometry, Mensura- 
tion, Surveying, Navigation, Book-Keeping, &c. 
&c. methodically and correctly. He hopes 
by his. knowledge in the several branches of 
his profession, joined to an assiduous and 
steady attention to business (which he is invari- 
ably determined to observe) to give general 
satisfaction to such as will entrust him with 
the tuition of their children— The greatest 
attention possible will be paid to their morals, 
and such regulations made from time to time 
as the progress of the school will admit of, 
so as to induce application, and make it pleasing 
to the pupil. Such Catechisms will be taught 
in the school as the parents of the children 
may require. 

Every Wednesday Afternoon will be dedi- 
cated Gratis, to the instruction of such People’s 
Children, as are not in ability to pay for their 
tuition. 

Prayers, both morning and evening, are an 
invariable rule in this school. 

The subscriber hopes for the countenance and 
patronage of the public —and every favor will 
be gratefully acknowledged. 

By their obedient humble servant 
Georce M’ELCHERAN 
Albany, Nov. 16, 1786. 

A notice regarding a third school appears in 
the Albany Gazette on December 14, 1786 as 
follows: 

Whereas it is intended to erect an Academy 
in the City of Albany, for the Education of 
Youth, and overtures have been made to Mr 
Peter Wilson, of the State of New Jersey, to 
accept the office of President thereof — A pre- 
paratory School is now opened, under the direc- 
tion of the reverend doctor Elardus Westerlo, 
John Van Alen, Cornelius Wendell, Samuel 
Stringer, Stephen Lush, Philip Van Rensselaer, 
and Elbert Willett, as Trustees; who have 
appointed Oliver Tiffany, master of said school. 
Tuition money, for Latin Scholars, thirty 
shillings per quarter, and for English Scholars, 
twenty shillings per quarter. Such gentlemen 
as incline to become subscribers will be pleased 
to make application to CorNELIUS WENDELL 
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Subjects Are Announced 
for Safety Essays and Lessons 

“Why We Have and Practise Traffic Rules ” 
is the subject of the 1927-28 essay contest on 
highway safety to be conducted by the High- 
way Education Board for elementary school 
pupils. The subject of the contest for lesson 
plans to be submitted by elementary school 
teachers is “ Objectives and Methods of Edu- 
cation in Street and Highway Safety.” 

The rules for the essay and lesson contests 
are similar to those of previous years. The 
essays are not to exceed 500 words and are to 
be submitted to the school authorities not later 
than May 7, 1928. Pupils of the fifth, sixth, 
seventh and eighth grades, who are 14 years 
old or younger, are eligible. Each essay must 
be illustrated by an original drawing, appro- 
priate photograph or clipping from a magazine 
or newspaper. Essays must be written on one 
side of the paper only, and may be typewritten 
or prepared with pen and ink. Each must bear 
the name, school and home address of the pupil 
in the upper left-hand corner of the first page. 

The lessons must be not less than 1000 or 
more than 3000 words in length and are to be 
submitted not later than May 7th. Each 
must be written on one side of the paper only 
and must bear the name, school and home 
address of the writer in the upper left-hand 
corner of the first page. A lesson may take 
the form which the teacher considers best 
presents the subject, such as a lecture, recita- 
tion, game or drama. 

The awards for New York State in the essay 
contest are a gold medal and $15 for the best 
essay, a silver medal and $10 for the second 
best essay, and bronze medals and $5 each for 
the 25 next best essays. The national awards 
for the pupils are: first, a gold watch and a 
trip to Washington with all expenses paid; 
second, a gold watch; third, a gold watch. 

The national awards in the lesson contest 
are: first, $500 and a trip to Washington with 
all expenses paid; second, $300; third, $200. 

Further information may be obtained from 
the Highway Education Board, Willard Build- 
ing, Washington, D. C. 

a 

The mathematics teachers of Otsego county 

met in the Oneonta High Schoo! on January 


28th to organize for the purpose of discussing 
mutual problems. 
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Department is Represented 
at Monroe County Meeting 


The annual meeting of the Monroe County 
Teachers Association was held on February 
10th in Rochester. The Department was repre- 
sented by the following persons: Dr Avery W. 
Skinner, Director of the Examinations and 
Inspections Division, who had charge of a 
question box at the group conference of high 
school teachers and academic principals and 
‘Some New Conceptions 
Dr Frederick 


R. Rogers, Chief of the Physical Education 


gave an address on 


of Education ” at this conference ; 


Bureau, who addressed the teachers on the sub- 
ject of a health program; and Burton D 
McCormick, supervisor in the Examinations 
and Inspections Division, who addressed the 
elementary teachers on “ Objectives of the New 
Geography Syllabus.” 


a 


Commonwealth Fund Spends 
$1,100,000 for Health Work 


The expenditure of $1,100,000 last year by 
the Commonwealth Fund in efforts to improve 
the physical and mental health of American 
children is described in the ninth annual report 
Smith, 
Other gifts for hospitals, 


of the general director, Barry C. 
recently published. 
educational and welfare work brought the total 
appropriations for the fiscal year ending Sep- 
tember 30, 1927, to $1,953,557. 

The capital endowment of the Commonwealth 
Fund, which was established in 1918 as a gen- 
eral philanthropic foundation with an_ initial 
giit of $10,000,000 from the late Mrs Stephen 
V. Harkness, was increased by additional dona- 
tions during her lifetime and now amounts to 
over $38,000,000. The income last year was 
$2,129,748. 


ee 


H. C. Pearson Resigns as 
Head of Horace Mann School 


The resignation of Henry Carr Pearson, 
principal of the Horace Mann School of 
Teachers College, Columbia University, has 
been accepted by the trustees of the university. 
The resignation is to become effective July Ist 
and comes after Mr Pearson served 25 years 
as principal of the elementary school and 15 
years as principal of the high school for girls. 
Dr Rollo G. Reynolds, provost of Teachers 
College, was named as Mr Pearson’s successor. 
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Members of Young Farmers Clubs Attending Banquet in Ithaca 


Young Farmers Clubs Hold Second Annual Meeting 


Four hundred agricultural pupils representing 
40 young farmers clubs from high schools in 
different parts of the State assembled at the 
State College of Agriculture at Ithaca on 
February 16th and 17th to attend the second 
annual meeting of the New York State Asso- 
ciation of Young Farmers Clubs. The meeting 
was held in conjunction with the annual farm 
and home week of the College of Agriculture 
and included three special features: the semi- 
annual business meeting of the state association, 
competitive judging of dairy cattle, swine, 
fruit, potatoes, poultry and milk by selected 
teams from the various schools, and a banquet 
sponsored jointly by the association and the 
State College of Agriculture. 

The photograph shows the group in attend- 
ance at the banquet in Memorial Hall. Dr 
Livingston Farrand, president of Cornell Uni- 
versity, addressed the group in reference to the 
great significance of education in preparation 
for one’s life work. Dr A. R. Mann, dean 
of the State College of Agriculture, emphasized 
that a young man anticipating entrance into a 
farm calling could not afford to enter such a 
vocation without specific preparation. He called 
attention to the fact that many studies have 
indicated that success in farming in both 
financial returns and in service to the com- 
munity usually is directly proportionate to the 
agricultural training received. A. K. Getman, 
state supervisor of agricultural education, was 


the last speaker of the evening and brought 
to the young men the importance of their 
learning how to work together effectively. 
Speaking on the theme, “We Grow as We 
Serve,” he pointed out the great usefulness of 
the local clubs and of the state organization in 
aiding boys and young men to learn the valu- 
able lesson of putting the welfare and future 
of the group above personal good or gain. 

Following is a brief summary of the awards 
in the various judging contests, named in the 
order of placement: dairy cattle, Homer, Boon- 
ville, Greene, Marcellus and Endicott; milk, 
Belleville, Gouverneur, Weedsport, Alden; 
potatoes, South Dayton, Chautauqua, Chateau- 
gay, Forestville and Randolph; poultry, Odessa, 
Fulton, Homer, Dryden and Orchard Park; 
apples, Webster, Belleville, Morrisville, Forest- 
ville and Sodus. 


Mount Kisco Becomes 
Superintendency District 


Following an enumeration of the inhabitants 
of Mount Kisco, the Department has ruled that 
that village is entitled to a superintendency. 
The board of education has elected Harold M. 
Jennings superintendent of schools. He has 
been serving as supervising principal. 
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Local History of New York State 
Ending the Hudson River Campaign 























Fort Montgomery Bluff and Tunnel (1917) 


In the reduction of Fort Montgomery assist- 
ance was lent by the fire of galleys under direc- 
tion of Sir James Wallace. They captured a 
sloop and in union with infantry under General 
Tryon obtained mastery of Fort Constitution, 
already evacuated. The British also found 
themselves in possession of the chain and boom. 
According to the report of Commodore Hotham 
to Admiral Howe, both gave “strong proofs 
of labor, industry and skill.” The substantial 
value of the general victory was impaired by 
the action of Americans in burning stores in 
Fort Constitution as well as two of their ships, 
“Congress” and “Montgomery,” and two 
galleys. 

Early in the Revolution the importance of 
a certain pass on the east side of the Hudson 
was recognized. General Heath, in command 
at Peekskill, judged it necessary to defend what 
he described as “the gorge of the mountains, 


beyond Robinson’s bridge”; and in a letter of 
November 18, 1776, he notified Washington 
that he had ordered General Scott's brigade to 
that place, at which barracks and works were 
being erected. Later the post came to be called 
the Continental Village. To this point General 
Tryon was now sent with chasseurs, jagers, 
fusileers and a Hessian regiment, and, finding 
no defenders, he speedily burned barracks, 
storehouses and wagons. This mission, seem- 
ingly approved by 
peculiarly suited to the spirit and abilities of a 
Tryon. With the events related closes the 
chapter of the expedition which Sir Henry 
Clinton might recall with satisfaction. 

John Vaughan was lieutenant colonel of the 
94th regiment in 1769, and served in America 
for some years preceding the Revolution. In 
this period he was interested in a land purchase 
in the Mohawk country. Early in the war he 


military practice, was 
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was raised to the rank of major general. He 
led the assault on Fort Clinton, but his clearest 
title to remembrance is his command of the 
force employed in the capture of Kingston. 
With three regiments of regulars he embarked 
in a squadron commanded by Sir James Wal- 
lace, and landed at Esopus on October 16th 
The little capital had been deserted by legis- 
lature and state officers and was defenseless 


except for two small batteries at the mouth 
ot Rondout creek, supported by about 150 
When these defenses had _ been 


carried by the bayonet, no obstacle was pre- 


militiamen. 


sented to the army's possession of the village. 
A work of ruin then began as the soldiers 
marched up the streets, setting fire to houses 
and barns. General Vaughan reported officially 
that every house was reduced to ashes. One 
house and one barn escaped according to a con 
temporary authority. 

In justification of this act, Vaughan alleged 
that his troops were fired upon from dwellings, 
an accusation opposed to recorded accounts that 
the inhabitants of Kingston had fled to Hurley 
and other places before the advancing ranks 
of red. He launched this additional reason, 
somewhat at hazard unless its source was super- 
human intuition, “ Esopus being a nursery for 
almost every villain in the country.” Even the 
suspected presence of a villain or two in a 
rather large community has never been held 
to justify wholesale burning of _ habitations. 
The statement in the New York Gazette of 
that time that the barns, almost as numerous 
as the houses, were “ filled with flour besides 
grain of all kinds” is the only attempt to put 
this destruction on a military basis. The impli- 
cation that these supplies were partly army 
stores prompts the remark that humanity has 
claims above the demands of military expediency. 

When British ships had found a passage 
through the chevaux-de-frise at the northern 
entrance of the Highlands, they proceeded 
nearly to Poughkeepsie, destroying sailing craft 
as well as buildings. The Kingston expedition 
followed, and the enemy's brief command of 
the lower Hudson was complete. 


Dr F. C. Ferry, president of Hamilton Col- 
lege, was the principal speaker at the dedi- 
cation of the New Union-Endicott High School 
on February 24th. 


Teachers College Will Hold 
Round-Table Conference 
The New York State College for Teachers 
at Albany, in cooperation with the State Edu- 
cation Department, will hold its fourth annual 


round-table conference on Saturday, March 


17th. Superintendents, principals and _ high 
school teachers are invited to attend. 

Group conferences on supervision and admin- 
istration, and department conferences in English, 
foreign languages, mathematics, science, his- 
tory, Civics, commerce, home economics, and 
school libraries, will open at 9.30 a. m. 


Dean William F. 


lege, Columbia University, will address the 


Russell of Teachers Col- 
conference at noon. Luncheon will be served 


in the college cafeteria at 1 o'clock. 


April 13th is Bird Day 

The date for the observance of Bird Day has 
heen set this year for Friday, April 13th. 

The March 15th issue of the Bulletin to the 
Schools will be the Bird Day number and the 
\pril Ist issue will be the Arbor Day number. 
Material helpful to teachers in the observance 
of these days is being compiled with the coop- 
eration of the New York State Museum. 


Dr J. L. Meader Named 
Head of Russell Sage College 


Dr James Laurence Meader, principal of the 
New Haven Training School for Teachers, will 
become president of Russell Sage College next 
August. He will succeed Eliza Kellas, who 
will devote her time as principal of the Emma 
Willard School, which was formerly a cor- 
porate part of the institution known as Emma 
Willard School and Russell Sage College. The 
Board of Regents recently approved the re- 
quest for the separation of the higher secondary 
educational activities of the institution. Miss 
Kellas was president of the college since its 
opening in 1916, 

Doctor Meader is a graduate of Bates Col- 
lege and did graduate work at Yale and 
Columbia universities. He has held several 
important positions in the Connecticut state 
department of education. 
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Training Class Teachers 
Discuss Curriculum Revision 
Eighty of the 84 training class teachers in 
the State attended the fourth annual conference 
of the State Association of Training Class 
Instructors which was held on February 17th 
and 18th in Syracuse. The program of the 
conference consisted of a general session on 
the morning of February 17th, group confer- 
ences that afternoon, a session devoted to 
curriculum revision for training classes the next 
morning and a round-table discussion on the 
aiternoon of February 18th. 
At the general session on February 17th 


addresses were given as follows: “ Problems 


in the Preparation of Rural School Teachers,” 
by Dr Ned H. Dearborn, Director of the 
Teacher Training Division of the Department; 
“Some of Our Common Problems,” by Helen 
H. Heyl of the Rural Education Bureau of 


the Department; “Supervision as Related to 
Teacher Training,” by Dr C. B. Moore of Cor- 
nell University. 

At the session on the morning of February 
18th the chairman of the subject matter com- 
mittees for the revision of the training class 
curriculum reported. 
follows: Dr Paul J. Kruse of Cornell Univer- 
sity, educational psychology; Dr Milton S. 
Nelson, New York State College for Teachers, 
Albany, rural school management; E. P. Smith, 


Reports were given as 


State Education Department, history; Caroline 
B. Sinnamon, Oswego State Normal School, 
English; Mrs Isabel K. Hart, Oswego State 
Normal School, geography; Iva M. Hayes, 
Cortland State Normal School, arithmetic; 
Lillian N. Olcott, Cortland State Normal 
School, drawing; A. K. Getman, State Educa- 
tion Department, elementary science. These 
reports will be used in the formation of tenta- 
tive outlines which are to be completed by June 
Ist and are to be used as the basis for a course 
of curriculum instruction to be offered for 
training class instructors at Cornell University 
during the coming summer. 

E. S. Mooney jr, supervisor of training 
classes for the Department, led the round- 
table discussion concerning new training class 
examinations. 

At the business meeting the following officers 
were elected: president, Edith M. Luce, War- 
saw; vice president, Lillian Chase, Stamford; 
secretary-treasurer, Mabel Bond, Canton; edi- 
tor, Mrs Mabelle Smith, Clinton. 


Physical Education Work 
To Be Shown in Cortland 


The annual demonstration of the senior class 
in physical education at the Cortland Stat 
Normal School will be held in the school gym 
nasium Friday evening, March 30th, at 8.15 
o'clock. Superintendents, principals and phys 
ical directors will find this demonstration of 
interest and they are cordially invited to be 
present. 

This program, which is a demonstration of 
the type of class work offered in physical edu 


cation courses at Cortland, is entirely in the 
hands of the senior class, various members 
having been appointed to select, arrange and 
teach each of the activities. The program will 
be divided into three distinct parts, one a 
demonstration of formal work, another semi 
formal or informal, while the third will tak 
the form of a short pageant. 

Included in the formal program there will 
be marching tactics for the boys, marching 
tactics for the girls and a combination hand 
apparatus drill by the whole class of 90 mem- 
bers. In this part of the program also one of 
the instructors in gymnastics will command 
free standing exercises, the nature of which 
will be unknown to the members of the class 
until they take their places on the floor. 

Included in the semiformal or informal part 
of the program will be games, stunts suitablk 
for girls and for boys, self-testing activities 
on the apparatus for both girls and boys, and 
a demonstration of class pyramid work. 

The pageant with which the program con- 
cludes will depict the history of dancing as it 
has developed in America. 

The following morning a breakfast is to be 
given for school officers and others interested 
in physical education. The speakers are to be 
Dr Frederick Rand Rogers, Chief of the 
Physical Education Bureau of the State Educa- 
tion Department, and Carl W. Schrader, direc- 
tor of physical education for the state of 
Massachusetts and former president of the 
National Physical Education Association. 


A proposition authorizing the expenditure of 
$60,000 for the construction of a school in 
district 1, town of Horicon, Warren county, 
was voted at a meeting of the taxpayers on 
February 11th. 
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Superintendent Boynton Heads 

Superintendence Department 

Dr Frank D. 


schools at Ithaca, was elected president of the 


3oynton, superintendent of 
Department of Superintendence of the National 


Education Association at the annual meeting 
of the department held the last Feb- 
ruary in Boston. Doctor Boynton was nomi- 
nated and elected without opposition, this action 


history of the 


week in 


being without precedent in the 
organization. At the 1927 meeting of the 
department Superintendent Boynton was elected 
second vice president. 

Joseph M. Gwinn, superintendent of 


of San Francisco, Calif., and retiring president 


schools 


of the department, became first vice president. 
F. S. Pickell, superintendent of 
Montclair, N. J., 


second vice president without opposition. 


schools of 
was nominated and elected 

Announcement of the election of these officers 
was received as the Bulletin was going to press. 
A more complete account of the meeting will 


be given in a later issue. 
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Notes from the Field 

Mount Vernon is the first school 
coming directly under the State Education 
Department to procure a phono-audiometer for 


system 


testing the hearing of supposedly normal chil- 
dren. Dr Marion Reed Staniord, the medical 
inspector, start the 


instrument on March 7th, probably com- 


expects to testing with this 
new 
1.42 cand . — J 1. 

pleting the testing of the entire school popula- 


tion in the course of two months. 


The seventh annual state basketball tourna- 
ment will be held on March 22d, 23d and 24th 


in Troy. 


The third annual convention of the Sport- 
manship Brotherhood will be held on March 
23d at Troy in connection with the state basket- 
ball tournament. 


A92m-F28-15,000(6285)* 

















